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Net neutrality vote 
gets quick reaction 


Advocates of open Internet slam FCC’s repeal of rules 


By Benny Evangelista » Big deal: Disney will add Fox 
movies and TV shows to its 
planned streaming service after 


it closes a $52.4 billion deal. C1 


service providers like Verizon, 
AT&T and Comcast. 

But state Sen. Scott Wiener, 
D-San Francisco, immediately 
vowed to introduce a bill in the 
Legislature next year that 
would require net neutrality 
for any Internet service pro- 
vider to operate in California. 
In an interview, Wiener said 
California is already battling 

FCC continues on A13 


The Federal Communica- 
tions Commission voted 
Thursday to repeal Obama-era 
net neutrality regulations that 
guaranteed equal access to the 
Internet, a controversial re- 
versal that drew swift rebuke 
by companies and politicians 
in the Bay Area, where many 
advocates for the rules said 


they counted on them to pro- 
tect Internet users and foster 
the growth of startups. 

The FCC’s 3-2 decision, with 
the panel’s Republican mem- 
bers outvoting its Democrats, 
was hailed by big Internet 


Carolyn Kaster / Associated Freee 
Diane Tepfer holds a sign with an image of FCC Chairman Ajit 
Pai as the Grinch as she protests the commission’s vote. 


Turmoil in 
Sacramento 
over alleged 
harassers 


By Nanette Asimov 


Growing memorial for Lee 


State Senate President Pro Tem Kevin de 
Leon said Thursday that he has asked his col- 
league and ex-roommate, Sen. Tony Mendoza, 
to take a leave of absence as investigators probe 
allegations that Mendoza sexually harassed 
several women. 

“T believe it is the right thing to do at this 
time,” de León said. 

But Mendoza, D-Artesia (Los Angeles Coun- 
ty), hasn’t stepped away, and critics quickly 
lambasted de León, a Los Angeles Democrat, 
saying his asking for a leave isn’t enough. 

“Many of us have been waiting for Sen. Men- 
doza to do the right thing and resign, but that 
has not happened,” said Andy Vidak, R-Han- 
ford (Kings County). “The Senate Democrat 
leadership has failed in their responsibility to 
request that Mendoza resign.” 

De León, who is challenging U.S. Sen. Di- 
anne Feinstein in next year’s Senate race, called 
for Mendoza to step down as a coalition of 
women is accusing lawmakers of fostering a 
culture of sexual harassment — in part by 
making it difficult for women to complain 

Harassment continues on A12 


Michael Macor / The Chronicle 
The memorial to San Francisco Mayor Ed Lee outside City Hall grows daily after his death from a 
heart attack early Tuesday. Lee’s body will lie in state in the rotunda Friday, and mourners will be 
invited to sign a book of remembrance. City officials and dignitaries are preparing for Lee’s 
memorial Sunday afternoon, featuring tributes from his predecessors. Story on A12. 


Push to block Breed begins 


Public 
services 


Friday: Mayor Ed 
Lee will lie in state 
from 8 a.m. to 7 
p.m. in the City 
Hall rotunda. 


Sunday: A memo- 
rial celebration will 
be held at 3 p.m. in 
the City Hall ro- 
tunda. 


Tax bill revises 
could aid some 
in California 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


By Rachel Swan the June 5 election to finish the rest of 
his term. 

But several supervisors and legislative 
aides are scrambling to block Breed. 
Two supervisors, Mark Farrell and Jane 
Kim, may challenge her for the seat in 
June, and four others — Aaron Peskin, 
Sandra Lee Fewer, Ahsha Safai and Nor- 
man Yee — have endorsed Mark Leno 
for mayor. 

“Obviously, this is on everybody’s 
minds,” said Peskin, a progressive who 

Replacement continues on A12 


Days after London Breed took over as 
San Francisco’s acting mayor, her col- 
leagues on the Board of Supervisors 
were already talking about appointing 
someone else to the position. 

Breed, who is also the board’s presi- 
dent, was long seen as a contender to 
succeed Ed Lee in 2019. Lee’s unexpected 
death Tuesday vaulted her into the city’s 
top office, and if she can keep the high- 
profile job, she’ll have a big advantage in 


WASHINGTON — House Majority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy said Thursday he had secured 
three changes in the $1.5 trillion tax bill that 
would help California as Republicans worked 
on last-minute revisions to the legislation 
scheduled for final votes in the Senate and 
House next week. 

“There were three things I requested,” the 
Bakersfield Republican said, ticking off the 
inclusion of state income taxes along with prop- 
erty taxes in the $10,000 cap on state and local 
tax deductions, a higher $750,000 limit on home 


Ist recreational pot-sale licenses issued 


By David Downs 


California on Thursday 
issued the first state li- 
censes for retailers to 
conduct recreational can- 
nabis sales and other 
business activity. The 
licenses pave the way for 
consumers to purchase 
marijuana as soon as Jan. 


Go online 


» For The Chronicle’s en- 
hanced cannabis coverage, 
go to www.GreenState.com 


1 — the first legal canna- 
bis sale for recreational 
use in the state’s modern 
history. 


The state licenses rep- 
resent one of the last 
regulatory hurdles to 
adult use sales. 

Thursday afternoon, 
the state Bureau of Can- 
nabis Control issued 20 
such licenses, notifying 
sellers electronically. 

Licenses went out to 
businesses scattered 


across the state, from 
Santa Cruz to San Diego 
and Port Hueneme in 
Ventura County to Shasta 
Lake. The new licensees 
include medical and adult 
use distributors, retailers 
and what are called “mi- 
crobusinesses.” which 
combine cultivation, man- 
Licenses continues on A11 


mortgage deductions and the lowering of the 
top income-tax rate to 37 percent. 

The original bills were criticized in California 
as particularly unfair to homeowners in the 
state for allowing only a deduction for property 
taxes, which are suppressed by Proposition 13. 

Taxes continues on A13 


» Immigration: Trump administration hints at 
2018 plans for immigrant work permits, with 
changes for spouses, entrepreneurs. Cl 


Warriors to 8th win in a row. 


‘Call Me By Your Name’ shows 
teen desire in seaside town 


Black Santa tradition continues 
at Fairyland in Oakland 
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